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Entrance Hymn

1. God is love: let heav'n adore him; 

God is love: let earth rejoice;  

let creation sing before him,  

and exalt him with one voice. 

He who laid the earth's foundation,  

he who spread the heav'ns above, 

he who breathes through all creation,  

he is love, eternal Love. 

 

2. God is love: and he enfoldeth  

all the world in one embrace;  

with unfailing grasp he holdeth  

ev'ry child of ev'ry race. 

And when human hearts are breaking  

under sorrow's iron rod, 

then they find that self-same aching  

deep within the heart of God. 

 

3. God is love: and though with blindness  

sin afflicts the human soul,  

God's eternal loving-kindness  

guides and heals and makes us whole.  

Sin and death and hell shall never  

o'er us final triumph gain;  

God is love, so love for ever  

o'er the universe must reign. 

 

 

Collect             

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: grant that your 

people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in 

faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

New Testament Reading: Romans 14.1–12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe in eating 

anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on 

servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able 

to make them stand. 

   Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced 

in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour 

of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks 

to God. 

   We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die 

to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived 

again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

   Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we 

will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 

me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ So then, each of us will be accountable to God.       

This is the Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.          

 

Responsorial Psalm 103.8-13 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great kindness. He will not always accuse 

us, neither will he keep his anger for ever. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us 

according to our wickedness. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. For as the heavens are high above the 

earth, so great is his mercy upon those who fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has he set our sins 

from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so is the Lord merciful towards those who fear him. The Lord 

is full of compassion and mercy. 

   

Gospel: Matthew 18.21–35 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could 

not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to 

be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
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slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 

throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When 

his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 

that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And 

in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will 

also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 

 

 The Offertory Hymn

1. Just as I am, without one plea 

but that thy blood was shed for me,  

and that thou bidst me come to thee,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

2. Just as I am, though tossed about  

with many a conflict, many a doubt,  

fightings and fears within, without,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

3. Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;  

sight, riches, healing of the mind,  

yea, all I need, in thee to find,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

4. Just as I am, thou wilt receive,  

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve:  

because thy promise I believe,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

5. Just as I am, thy love unknown  

has broken ev'ry barrier down,  

now to be thine, yea, thine alone,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

6. Just as I am, of that free love 

the breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 

here for a season, then above, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

Post Communion Prayer                      

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty cannot 

but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our 

salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

 

The Sending Hymn

1. Mine eyes have seen the glory  

of the coming of the Lord.  

He is tramping out the vintage  

where the grapes of wrath are stored.  

He has loosed the fateful lightning  

of his terrible swift sword.  

His truth is marching on.  

 

Glory, glory hallelujah! 

Glory, glory hallelujah! 

Glory, glory hallelujah! 

His truth is marching on. 

 

2. I have seen him in the watchfires  

of a hundred circling camps.  

They have gilded him an altar  

in the evening dews and damps. 

I can read his righteous sentence  

by the dim and flaring lamps.  

His day is marching on. 

 

3. He has sounded forth the trumpet  

that shall never sound retreat.  

He is sifting out all human hearts  

before his judgement seat. 

O, be swift my soul to answer him,  

be jubilant my feet! 

Our God is marching on. 

 

4. In the beauty of the lilies  

Christ was born across the sea,  

with a glory in his bosom  

that transfigures you and me.  

As he died to make us holy,  

let us live that all be free,  

whilst God is marching on. 

 

      Notices: 

• The midweek Eucharist is at 12.30 on Wednesday. 

• Our food and clothing banks reopen on Wednesdays (from 9th September).  

• There will be a council meeting immediately after this service 

• Sunday 27th September at 10.30 will be our Harvest Festival, followed by a shared lunch. 

• Saturday 24th October at 10.30, Bishop Robert will preside at a Eucharist with baptism and 

confirmation, also followed by a shared lunch. (Morning prayer on Sunday 25th October). 
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