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Entrance Hymn
1. Immortal, invisible, 

God only wise, 
in light inaccessible  
hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, 
the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, 
thy great name we praise. 

 
2. Unresting, unhasting,  

and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting,  
thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains  
high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains  
of goodness and love. 

 

3. To all life thou givest,  
to both great and small;  
in all life thou livest,  
the true life of all;  
we blossom and flourish  
as leaves on the tree,  
and wither and perish;  
but naught changeth thee. 

 
4. Great Father of glory,  

pure Father of light,  
thine angels adore thee,  
all veiling their sight;  
all laud we would render,  
O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour  
of light hideth thee. 

Collect             
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
serve you in holiness and truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
New Testament Reading: Romans 7.15–25a 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I 
do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 
dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is 
right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do 
what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
    So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the 
law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will 
rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.          

 
Responsorial Psalm 145.8–15 
Great is the Lord and highly to be praised. Great is the Lord and highly to be praised. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, long-suffering and of great goodness. The Lord is loving to 
everyone and his mercy is over all his creatures. Great is the Lord and highly to be praised. All your 
works praise you, O Lord, and your faithful servants bless you. They tell of the glory of your kingdom and 
speak of your mighty power, To make known to all peoples your mighty acts and the glorious splendour 
of your kingdom. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
Great is the Lord and highly to be praised. The Lord is sure in all his words and faithful in all his 
deeds. The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all those who are bowed down. Great is the Lord 
and highly to be praised. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 11.16–19, 25–30  
‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to 
one another, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and 
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 
    At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will.All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 
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except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. 
    ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 
  
The Offertory Hymn

1. I danced in the morning  
when the world was begun,  
and I danced in the moon  
and the stars and the sun,  
and I came down from heaven  
and I danced on the earth,  
at Bethlehem I had my birth.  

 
Dance then, wherever you may be, 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,  
and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 
2. I danced for the scribe  

and the Pharisee, 
but they would not dance  
and they wouldn't follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen,  
for James and John - 
they came with me 
and the dance went on. 

 
3. I danced on the Sabbath  

and I cured the lame;  

the holy people 
said it was a shame. 
They whipped and they stripped 
and they hung me on high,  
and they left me there  
on a cross to die. 

 
4. I danced on a Friday  

when the sky turned black - 
it's hard to dance 
with the devil on your back.  
They buried my body,  
and they thought I'd gone,  
but I am the dance, 
and I still go on. 

 
5. They cut me down 

and I leapt up high; 
I am the life  
that'll never, never die;  
I'll live in you 
if you'll live in me - 
I am the Lord 
of the Dance, said he. 

 
Post Communion Prayer                      
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by your 
governance, that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen
 
The Sending Hymn

1. What a friend we have in Jesus,  
all our sins and griefs to bear!  
What a privilege to carry 
ev'rything to him in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear,  
all because we do not carry  
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 
2. Have we trials and temptations?  

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged:  
take it to the Lord in prayer!  

Can we find a friend so faithful,  
who will all our sorrows share?  
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness - 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 
3. Are we weak and heavy-laden,  

cumbered with a load of care?  
Jesus only is our refuge,  
take it to the Lord in prayer!  
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  
Take it to the Lord in prayer!  
In his arms he'll take and shield thee,  
thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
Notices: 

• Midweek Eucharist 12:30pm on Wednesday. 

• Our food and clothing banks are open before the Wednesday service, from 11am onwards. 

• How your Italian tax return can make a difference to this church: if you wish your 8/1000 (otto per mille) 
to be donated to the Church of England in Italy, when you present your Certificazione Unica tax form 
sign your name in the Associazione “Chiesa d’Inghilterra” in Italia box.  
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