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ST.  JOHN'S  ANGLICAN  CHURCH, MENTON

EUCHARIST  - EVERY  SUNDAY  -  10.30am
Celebrant:  The Rev. Chris Parkman

+    +   +    +    +   +    +    +    +    +    +    +   +    +   +  +

THE  ENGLISH  CEMETERY  CHAPEL
BORDIGHERA

EUCHARIST  WEDNESDAY  11  OCTOBER  10.30am
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THE  ANGLICAN  CHURCH  OF 
THE HOLY  GHOST,  GENOVA

Chaplain: Revd.Canon Tony Dickinson – Tel:#39 010 88 92 68

mobile:   #39 324 559 4023
email:     chaplain@anglicanchurchgenoa.org

EUCHARIST  EVERY  SUNDAY  -  10.30
HOLY  COMMUNION or SHARED  PRAYERS – WEDNESDAYS 12.30

The Food Bank is open every Sunday and Wednesday after the Service



READINGS  for  SUNDAYS  in OCTOBER  2023 – YEAR  A

October 1                  1st Reading           Genesis 1. 26-2.3
17 after Trinity – Green         Psalm                   104. 24-34
HARVEST at          2nd Reading          Galatians 6. 14-end
Parc du  Pian                         Gospel                 Matthew 20. 24-28

October 8                              1st Reading           Job. 42. 1-6
18 after Trinity – Green        Psalm                   19. 1-10
Generosity 1          2nd Reading          2 Corinthians 9. 6-11
Where is our security?          Gospel              Matthew 6. 16-21

October 15                1st Reading           Micah 6. 6-8             
19 after Trinity – Green         Psalm                   40. 1-10
Generosity is Gold for us      2nd Reading          2 Corinthians 8. 1-12
                 Gospel                  Luke 6. 17-21

October 22                1st Reading           Isaiah 45. 1-7
20 after Trinity – Green         Psalm                   96. 1-13

         2nd Reading          1 Thessalonians 1. 1-10
         Gospel                  Matthew 22. 15-22

October 29                1st Reading           Leviticus 19. 1-2, 15-18
Last after Trinity – Green      Psalm                   1
Bible Sunday          2nd Reading           1 Thessalonians 2. 1-8

         Gospel                  Matthew 22. 34-end

**************************************************************

BAPTISMS,  CONFIRMATIONS,  MARRIAGES,  FUNERALS

arrangements may be made by contacting the chaplain

**************************************************************
The Church of England invites to Holy Communion all baptised persons who 
are communicant members of other Churches which subscribe to the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity and who are in good standing in their own church.  Those 
who are prevented by conscience or the rules of their own Churches from 
receiving the Blessed Sacrament are invited to receive a blessing.
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Twenty-seven thoughts for those 
       who take life too seriously........

1.   On the other hand, you have different fingers.
2.   I just got lost in thought  -  it wasn't familiar territory
3.   42.7 per cent of all statistics are made up on the spot.
4.   99 per cent of lawyers give the rest a bad name
5.   I feel like I'm diagonally parked in a parallel universe
6.   Honk if you love peace and quiet.
7.   Remember, half the people you know are below average.
8.   He who laughs last didn't get the joke.
9.   The early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese
      in the trap.
10.  Support bacteria  - they're the only culture some people have.
11.  Monday is an awful way to spend 1/7 of your week.
12.  A clear conscience is usually a sign of a bad memory.
13.  Change is inevitable, except from vending machines.
14.  Plan to be spontaneous tomorrow.
15.  Always try to be modest, and be proud of it.
16.  If you think nobody cares, try missing a few payments.
17.  How can you tell when you are out of invisible ink?
18. If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously
      overlooked something.
19.  Hard work pays off in the future.  Laziness pays off now.
20.  Everyone has a photographic memory.  Some just don't have any
       film.
21.   How much deeper would the ocean be without sponges?
22.   What happens if you get scared half to death twice?
23.   I used to have an open mind, but my brains kept falling out.
24.   I couldn't repair your brakes, so I made your horn louder.
25.   Why do psychics have to ask your name?
26.   Inside your older person is a younger person wondering what
        happened.
27.   Light travels faster than sound.  That is why some people appear
        bright until you hear them speak.
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LIFE  at  ST. JAMES-THE-LEAST                                             The Rectory,
                                                             St. James-the-Least.

My dear Nephew Darren,
Your  withering  comments,  saying  that  our  choir  robes,  were  “surplice”  to 
requirements did not go down well at last week's practice.  I will concede that Mr 
Baddeley's robes smell somewhat kippered and are laced with burns – but you can 
expect little less from 40 years of enjoying a final cigarette behind a gravestone 
before the start of Mattins.

Certainly, Mr Timmins' surplice has that strange series of red and blue polka dots, 
but that is only because he uses his time in the choir stalls when not singing to catch 
up on marking his pupils' essays.  And we are only too conscious of Miss Thripp's  
red gash down her front, making it look as if the choirmaster has just stabbed her for  
coming in one bar too soon – but  trying to  eat  a  jam doughnut just  before that 
wedding five years ago was an unwise decision.

But you have no right to disparage choir uniforms.  Your own music group's T-shirts, 
jeans and baseball caps are no different from our robes – even though, unlike ours, 
they  haven't  seen  their  way  through  the  death  of  Queen  Victoria,  the  relief  of 
Mafeking, and two world wars.

Our robes are steeped in history – which can have unintended consequences.  There 
has always been keen rivalry between our two tenors.  Some weeks ago one was 
given an elaborate solo, much to the other's disgust.  Come the Service, as Major 
Clough  warbled  his  way through  his  party-piece,  Admiral  Flagg  developed   an 
ostentatious  cough.   In an attempt  to silence him,  I  found a cough sweet  in  my 
cassock and gave it to him.  After the Service, he commented that it had a strange  
taste;  I pointed out that it was not surprising, as it was in the pocket when I was  
given the cassock 50 years ago from Canon Ball's widow after he died.

In an attempt to improve the look of the surplices, Mrs Wigg offered to starch them 
all.  Unfortunately, her enthusiasm is only surpassed by her ineptitude.  She worked 
on the principle that if one packet of starch was good, ten would be better.  When the 
choir arrived the following Sunday, they found twenty surplices standing round the 
vestry floor looking like a circle of tents at Scout camp.  I half suspected that they 
would sit on the floor in the centre round a fire and roast sausages.

Once the choir had struggled into them, they had to process up the aisle in single file,  
as they were all about 6 feet wide.  The choir stood rigidly throughout the Service, 
knowing that any rapid movement risked severing a major artery.

But our style of choir dress has one advantage which yours can never equal.  Within  
our choristers'  voluminous robes,  there is  ample space for peppermints,  packs of 
cards, the Sunday newspapers and balls of wool and knitting needles.  Your music 
group must feel utterly bereft during the sermon.    Your loving uncle,  Eustace     (9)

SUNDAY,  1  OCTOBER,  10h30

HARVEST  EUCHARIST  SERVICE

at the  PARC  DU  PIAN,  MENTON

BRING  and  SHARE  PICNIC  LUNCH  to follow

The Reverend Chris Parkman presiding

All are Welcome   -   Do Come

The Parc du Pian is a beautiful historic monument since 1955.  A former olive 
grove  with  540 olive  trees,  some over  a  hundred years  old,  it  occupies  3 
hectares  of  land.   It  is  found  at  11  avenue  Blasco  Ibanez,  Boulevard  de 
Garavan, Menton.  Now a public garden, it is open all the year round.  

Come and celebrate God's good gifts in the open-air.  Bring a friend, bring a 
dish, and bring your voice to sing the harvet hymns.

We look forward to seeing you there. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

CLOCKS  GO  BACK  29  OCTOBER

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Blessed are those who have the gift of making friends,
for it is one of God's best gifts.

It involves many things,
but above all,

the power of going out of one's self,
and appreciating whatever is noble and loving in another.

(Thomas Hughes, writer)
(2)



GOD  in  the  ARTS    

The Rev Michael Burgess writes of 'Christ Healing the Sick' by Rembrandt. It hangs 
in  the  British  Museum,  London.  You  can  view  it  by  visiting: 
www.britishmuseum.org/collection/objectP_F-4-154

Jesus  the  physician

We live in a world where pain and suffering are ever-present realities.  Aware of this, 
we turn to Jesus to bring newness of life and healing.  And in that movement of  
turning, we find ourselves plunged into the heart of a mystery.  We know that Jesus 
in his ministy worked for physical healing and inner healing, but he did that as the 
one who could save others, yet not save himself.  T.S. Eliot, pondering this truth, 
used the image of Jesus as the wounded surgeon. 

As  the  wounded  surgeon,  Jesus  was  always  aware  of  the  need  for  healing  and 
wholeness in the lives of people around.  The first stage in that healing ministry was 
compassion.  The heart of Jesus yearned for others to be made whole.  Wherever he 
went, the Gospels tell us that Jesus showed that compassion.

The second stage was creating a relationship with the sick – not treating them as 
objects, but making contact and reaching out to touch and heal.  In doing that Jesus 
was  not  afraid  to  make  himself  unclean  for  a  large  part  of  his  ministry  as  he 
associated with the sick, the dying and the dead.

This healing ministry of Jesus is presented with great strength and tenderness in this 
etching of 'Christ healing the sick' of 1647.  It is by the Dutch artist, Rembrandt, 
whose work reflected his fascination with the life and ministry of Jesus.  Here he 
illustrates that episode in Matthew 19 when Jesus went to the region of Judea.  Large 
crowds followed him.  Some like the Pharisees were there to test him.  Others came 
to receive the touch of healing.  The Pharisees on the left are asking a tricky question  
about divorce. Jesus meets them head on with his direct answer, but we sense that his 
concern is not with that verbal battle.  It is the battle against all that disfigures and 
destroys humanity that he turns to.  Innocent children are as much his concern as  
learned adults – the sick as much as the healthy.

We see a mother with her baby in her arms, an elderly man with a stick, a sick man 
on his pallet.  The dog is looking away, but everyone else reaches out to Jesus.  He 
shines out as the focus of their concern and their need for healing.  There are some 
35 individuals in the etching – each one depicted  in his or her uniqueness and need. 
As they reach out, so they begin to share in the light of healing that leads them out of 
the darkness.

It is a powerful and moving portrayal of this vital work of our Lord.  We are told  
Rembrandt himself was prepared to offer 100 guilders for an impression of          (3)

3.        Books that are faith-building in their effect, and thus, to be read in the 
congregations (John 20. 30,31; 1 Thessalonians 5. 27;  Colossians 4. 16;  1 
Peter 2. 2;  Revelation 1. 3).  When the Christian scriptures take hold of the 
thinking of  masses   of  people,  they have  the  effect  of  'stabilising  society, 
without sterilising it' (historian T.R. Glover).

The books of the Old Testament were becoming largely accepted by AD 70; 
those of the New Testament by the end of the second century.  The drawing of 
a line around them discouraged forgers and religious peddlers

So  no  one  really  'put'  the  books  into  the  Bible;   they  put  themselves  in, 
because of their  innate quality.   No council  by itself  could have conferred 
authority upon the books;  this, they possessed already.  It is an authority that 
is  inherent,  not imposed.  If  art  lovers say of a Renoir painting,  'This is  a 
genuine Renoir', their acclaim in no way invests the painting with authority;  it 
was  already  authentic.   It  is  the  same  with  the  Scriptures;   we  can  only 
recognise them as such.......... And live by them.

BIBLE  SUNDAY  -   29  OCTOBER

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

CRANMER'S  COLLECT

Abandoned in A New  Zealand  Prayer  Book
He Karaikia  Mihinare  o  Aotearoa

God of Inspiration,

You caused all holy scriptures to be written for our instruction,
grant us to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of your holy Word,
we may be embraced and ever hold fast to the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for 
ever.                                                

Amen

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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BIBLE  SUNDAY  -  29  OCTOBER

Who authorised the Bible anyway?

Question:  If it was the Church that finally decided which books should be 
included in the Bible, then isn't the Church the top authority?

Answer:  No, the Bible produced the Church, not the Church the Bible.  This 
is the real issue:  what caused a book to be accepted within the 'Canon' of 
Scripture?  (Greek: Kanon, 'standard' or 'rule').

As far as the Old Testament was concerned:
1. Books that  were recognised by Jesus Christ  as infallible  'Scripture' 
could not  be broken (Matthew 5.18).   In  John 10.35 Jesus  didn't  have to 
explain what he meant by 'Scripture',  though elsewhere he did refer to its 
different  categories  (law,  prophets,  psalms)  as  pointing  to  himself  (Luke 
24.44; Matthew 24.37).  All was to be believed and obeyed.

2. Books that were recognised by God's people because of their impact. 
God's people will  always recognise his  voice (John 10.27).  Jesus clashed 
with the Pharisees for adding their traditions to the Scripture; yet all were 
agreed that the Old Testament Scriptures were God's word.

3. Books that were recognised by the New Testament.  It is significant 
that the New Testament features hundreds of Old Testament allusions.  Only 
two are from the body of books known as  the Apocrypha (Jude 9,  14)  – 
seemingly  in  similar  style  to  Paul's  quotations  from  a  Greek  poet  (Acts 
17.28). The Apocryphal books were perceived to be on a lower level.

Next, what determined inclusion in the New Testament Canon?
1. Books that are Christ-centred in their emphasis.  It was inconceivable 
to the early Church that the Gospels, for example, which focused so much 
upon the life and death of Jesus, could have any lower place than that given to 
the Old Testament scriptures.

2. Books  that  are  apostolic  in  their  teaching.   It  was  to  the  apostles 
exclusively  that  Jesus  promised  guidance  into  all  truth  through  the  Holy 
Spirit's inspiration  (John 16.13).   The result of this was the New Testament 
(1 Corinthians  2.12,13).   Significantly,  Peter  brackets  Paul's  writings  with 
what he calls 'the other scriptures' (2 Peter 3. 15,16). 

(7)

this etching, which was a vast sum of money in its day.  It meant a great deal to him 
as the presence of Jesus meant so much to that multitude.  With them we can turn to  
the compassionate face of Jesus to know his healing touch in our own lives, and to 
realise the great gift of life he brings as the wounded surgeon.

Pain and suffering do take us into the heart of the mystery of life.  With Rembrandt  
we can find light in the darkness of this mystery in Jesus:

'The wounded surgeon plies the steel
That questions the distempered part;
Beneath the bleeding hands we feel

The sharp compassion of the healer's art.'
(T.S. Eliot :  East Coker)                          

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

TWO  LOCUMS

Two locums were welcomed to St. John's  recently to celebrate the Sunday 
Eucharist;  on 20th August The Revd. Tim May who is in his third year of 
Curacy in the parish of Monkwearmouth, Sunderland.  He told us the parish is 
most famous for its 7th century Church, St. Peter's which will turn 1350 years 
next year and is most famous for being the home of the Veneral Bede.  Tim 
was accompanied by his wife Beth who is currently doing a maternity nurse 
course in Monaco.

On 10th September we welcomed The Revd. Andrew Walker who is the parish 
priest of St. Mary's Bourne in the diocese of London.  He was travelling with 
his dog Sam on the way to a Sabbatical in Greece.  He told us he is also a  
volunteer gardener at the Chelsea Physic Garden.   It is the oldest botanical 
garden in London and celebrating 350 years since its foundation in 1673 by 
the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries to grow medicinal plants.

So  we  have  learned  of  two  different  celebrations  with  a  thousand  years 
between them.  They bring to mind something Albert Schweitzer once said,

“Sometimes our light goes out 
but is blown into flame by another human being.  

Each of us owes deepest thanks to those who have rekindled this light.”
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Introducing  JACQUELINE  JAMES ….......
I  am a newcomer to Menton and a new member of St. John's English 
Church where I have received a very warm welcome.  I had dreamt of 
living in Menton since I first visited eleven years ago---I immediately 
felt at home.  It was one of those nebulous wishes that only come true 
for other people, but this year, the dream has become a reality    

    Last winter I spent three months in Menton, to complete my third 
book.   My  writing  was,  intermittently,  interrupted  by  my  husband, 
Stuart,  and  during  one  of  those  interludes,  we  found  the  perfect 
apartment for sale.  An offer was accepted and the rest, as they say, is 
history.

     For thirty years I was an NHS GP, in inner city Sheffield and then 
rural Cambridgeshire.  I retired in 2016.  I already disliked a system 
that put patients' needs low on the list of NHS priorities and, after four 
years caring for my parents and seeing the medical profession from the 
other side, I had become very disillusioned.  I had been writing as a 
release from the pressures of life and buoyed up by positive feedback 
for  some  short  stories,  I  decided  to  write  a  novel.   In  2021  Rude 
Awakening  was published.  I was ready to rest on my laurels.  I had 
achieved  my  aim.   My  characters  had  other  ideas.   Lets  Escape 
followed a year later and I have just published Journey's End, the third 
in the Barwell Trilogy.

      The trilogy centres around Hilary, a fifty-five year old woman who 
has  never  left  home  and  lives  with  her  widowed  mother.   She  is 
contented but unfulfilled.  She is not consciously aware of the ties that 
bind her but when her  mother  dies suddenly,  leaving her  alone,  life 
opens up possibilities that she had never imagined.  

      In the books, Hilary and her friends mirror facets of my own life 
experiences.  Hilary's story is unique, as is my own.  Readers may not 
have lived the same lives as Hilary, her friends or even myself but the 
feelings are universal.

       The books are available to borrow from St. John's  English Library, 
Menton.                                                      Https::jacquelinejames.co.uk
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Growing with Others

General Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, was once invited to give 'a 
very short word' at a public gathering, so he stood up and preached a one word 
sermon:  'Others...'

That word, of course, sums up the whole ethos, direction and amazing impact 
of the ministry he led, but it also goes to the very heart of what it means to be 
Church.   The New Testament  writers,  for instance,  use the word 'saint'  62 
times.  In every case bar one they use the plural form 'saints', and even the 
singular use of the word says 'greet every saint'.

In  other  words,  the concept  of a  solitary Christian was as  foreign to  New 
Testament  writers  as  it  has  been  ever  since  in  the  writings  of  Christian 
Leadeers.  John Wesley once wrote, 'God knows nothing of solitary religion. 
No man ever went to heaven alone.'  No wonder then that the whole story of 
the Church's growth is also very much the story of 'growing with others in 
order to serve others'.

Perhaps we all have a natural tendency to equate growth and success with the 
individual gifts of larger than life leaders, but the Booths and Wesleys of this 
world were only successful because they understood that in God's economy, 
growing with and through others is not just a good plan, but his only plan.

A story is told of the moment that Jesus returned to heaven and the angels 
asked  him  what  was  now  planned  to  follow  his  amazing  life,  death  and 
resurrection.   Jesus  replied  that  he'd  left  a  small  group of  his  disciples  to 
spread the Gospel and grow his Church. When the angels asked 'what else?', 
he replied, 'There is nothing else', and the angels were stunned and amazed 
and awe-struck at the idea that a few weak and fallible human beings, living 
and working with each other, could actually give birth to a movement that in 
time would grow the Church and change the world.

Perhaps  you  have  a  dream of  growing  something significant  in  your  own 
church,  community  or  organisation,  or  even  simply  in  your  own  life. 
Whatever your vision for growth, be it personal or very public, make sure that 
a profound connection and commitment to 'others'  and for 'others' is at the 
very heart of all your plans.  

                                  (Phil Potter, author of :  The Challenge of Change, BRF)
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