Palm Sunday message. 2016:

This Monday, leaders of the British Commonwealth gathered together in London, to celebrate Commonwealth Day, and the various bonds shared by people of different nations in an increasingly dangerous world. It was all vey different, one hundred and fifty years ago in America, when the Civil War was taking place. over the issues of whether they were one nation or not, and whether slavery was acceptable in the south, by those who had broken away from being one people.  
Troops lined the streets leading to the beach in Charleston, South Carolina.  They cheered their comrades, the black soldiers of the Fifty fourth Infantry Division

of Massachusetts. It was 1863, ten years before this church was built and the Anglican services were being held in a house in the Via Assorotti. The President, of the American states, the then Abraham Lincoln, through his Emancipation Proclamation, had allowed African-Americans to serve in the armed force of the United States. 
These newly trained and disciplined soldiers were on their way to attack a Confederate fort. Theses soldiers knew as did the crowds by the side of the road, that no matter how bravely they fought, many of them would not survive. But as the Union flags fluttered in the sea breeze, and the drums struck up the tune, they went forward in courage, to open up, what they saw, as a new deal for their children’s future.
Jesus enters Jerusalem in peace
On Palm Sunday we remember, Jesus entering Jerusalem for the final week of his passion, before Calvery and the resurrection morning. He carried no gun or sword. His courage, obedience and love, helped to make public who he is: God’s special Saviour.He comes in peace, quite the opposite to any aggressive activity, along the public route into the city. People laid their outside garments for Jesus to ride on. They waved fresh palm branches, just as we do today. Palm branches were the nearest things they could snatch to wave, for it all happened so quickly. 
He knew that he advanced into dangerous territory, and enemies plotted to crucify him. Usually it was the rural village roads that were the likely hideout for bandits and inside the city would have been safe. But in Jerusalem enemies were plotting   Jesus comes to openly declare that the time for God’s way to be, has arrived.He is openly challenging those whose power and wealth benefitted from keeping things as they were - not God’s way at all.
   
Jesus comes as God’s servant Messiah
People were shouting, " Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven.” Some of the religious leaders in the crowd were annoyed by the chanting.  To them Jesus was no king or a hero. “Teacher”, they demanded. “Order your disciples to stop”. But Jesus said to them, “ I tell you if these people were silent, the very stones of the city walls, would shout out.”   Now was the time, he could let it be said openly, who he is.

All that the Saviour had was a borrowed donkey to ride. Normally pilgrims come in on foot, walking humbly through the gate. Unless of course you were a triumphant war leader, then you would come in on a horse. But the donkey Jesus rode in on, was remembered as a fulfilment of prophecy ( Isaiah 62. 11 and Zechariah 9.9.) and a sign of humility. He wasn’t timid though in driving away the money changers, making their unscrupulous profits in the Temple. With the Temple reclaimed for God,  Jesus went there every day to teach the people. The people loved to listen to him and were spellbound by his teaching. But this was the lull before the final battle that lay ahead, in which our Saviour gave everything to confirm the love of God for us.  
Imagine you are in the crowd, cheering Jesus into the city of Jerusalem. 
What can you picture of his love for you?  What would you remember, and what can you take with you of his words to encourage and uplift you?  What would make you follow him into the city and listen to him teaching you of the Lord’s mercy and love? Here are two things he said that can encourage you and are made  real for us by what Jesus did for us in Jerusalem that first Easter.

"You are my friends. i do not call the you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing. But I have called you friends. i have made known to you everything that  I have heard from my Father."  John 15. 15.  

"Come unto me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for i am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls. “  Matthew 11. 28.  
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